
EXCURSUS VII 

P R O C L U S ' E X P O S I T I O N O F T H E C H A L D Y E A N 

S Y S T E M O F T H E N O E T I C E N T I T I E S 

Proclus based his interpretation of the Chaldaean Oracles upon the 
axiom that the theology of the Theurgists concords both with that of 
Plato and of the Orphics. Tbis rule of "harmony" was systematically 
elaborated by him in three works : the Platonic theology, the Orphic 
theology and the Commentary on the Chaldeean Oracles. Whereas his 

work on the Platonic system is preserved 1. his expositions of the Chal-
dean system and of that of the Orphics have, owing to the loss of the 
two other works mentioned, to be reconstituted. Thanks to the excerpts 
from his commentary on the Chaldaean Oracles delivered by Psellus, 
the establishment of the main tenets of his Chaldaean System does not, 
however, alford special difficulties. For it has been overlooked that 
Psellus arranges, both in his Hypothesis and his Expositio'1, the doc-
trines of the Chaldsans according to a deliberate order י־ which con-

The exposition of the system of Proclus as presented by ZELLER, I י I I , 2*. 
P· 851 IT. rests essentially upon the "Platonic Theology" of Proclus. In this 
work Proclus makes lavish use of Orphic nomenclature, while only seldom men-
tioning the Chaldsan equivalents. The difference in the treatment of the Orphica 
and Chaldaica in the- " Platonic Theology" may be explained by Proclus' belief 
that Plato indirectly depends on Orpheus, the first theologian of the Greeks, 
whereas the Chaldeans owe their wisdom to the gods (cf. Th. PL, 13, 3 f . ) . 

' See Excursus VI. 1 6 and r. 
Cf. Expos., Psellus, 1 : iv; a : νοητή τάζιί; 3 -5 : νοητή xai νοερά τάζι! ; 

®*1ο : πηγαία έ€&ομά» ; 11-13 : ττηγαί; 1'1-16 : άρχαί; ι ך : αρχάγγελοι; 18 : 
ά{ιονοι; 1 g : ζώναι; 30 -28 : τά ύπό σελήνην. The technical arrangement of this 
l r eatisc concords with the summary of Ihe Platonic system given by OLYMPIODOR., 
ProleS• in Plat, philos., c-, 1 2 , p. 2 0 7 , 1 8 f. 
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cords with that applied throughout by Proclus for his interpretation 
of the Chaldsan Oracles. It follows that the order adopted by P s eU 
lus is identical with the Chaldtean system as it was presupposed by 
Proclus. This contention is confirmed by the fact that the sequence 
of the system delivered by Psellus has its exact counterpart in the Pla . 
tonic system of Proclus. Less completely known is the Orphic system 
of Proclus. but the numerous interpretations of Orphic texts to be 
found in his preserved writings allow at least the reconstitution of the 
major instances of his nomenclature י . Besides, Proclus' arrangement 
of the νοητοί διάκοσμο! as presupposed in the three theological svstems 
harmonized by him, is set forth by Damascius5. 

\ \ e may add for practical purposes a schematic synopsis of the three 
systems. Such a synopsis seems to be indispensable for the recon-
stitution of the original teachings of the Chaldsans; for Proclus, the 
main transmitter of the Chaldsan texts, in view of his axiom concer-
ning the identity of the Platonic, Orphic and Chaldsan systems fre-
queutly interchanges the basic notions of the three doctrines or employs 
Chaldsan (viz. Orphic) notions with a meaning conforming to his Pla-
tonic system. 

' Cf. in par t icular t he summary given in t he scholia to PBOCL., Tim., printe 

T, p . 4 7 4 , ed . Diehl . 
S DAM., I , 9 8 4 , 9 8 - 3 1 7 , 1 4 (as to t he passage deal ing with t he Orphics see 

KERN. Orph. Fragm., No. 6 0 ) . T h e Orphic equivalents have been identified (ap» 
f rom the passages quoted n . 4 and 0 ) with t he he lp of t he following q u o t a t i o n s 

collected by KEBN, Orph. Fragm. : τ pete νύχτα, F r . 9 9 ; ΟΟρινό», F r . 107 ! 
τ ό γ χ ΐ ί ρ ι ! , F r . 4 0 ; Τ ι τ δ ι ׳ « , DAM., I I , 1 3 4 , 18 IT. 
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SYNOPSIS OF TBE THREE THEOLOGICAL SYSTEMS OF PROCLUS 

T H E C I I A L D . E A N S Y S T E M 

τ ό APPIIT01N Its 

Ό ΠΛΤΡΙΚ0Ϊ ΒΤΘΟΣ 

1• •αατrip (vel j η. •αατήρ 
πατρικό; 3ιά- • b. 3׳ίναμκ 
Μ0Ίμ0() : ) c. ι 'oil 

OIIPIIIC SYSTEM 

XPONOS 

 ΚΡΤΦΙΟΪ ־0
ΔΙΛΚΟΣΜΟΪ 

αΐβήρ -χάοί-
ωό ν 

2. αιών rel 3ϋ- j (a) v. s. (4) v. s 
ν α μ α j (׳') v · s · 

3. ό vo-jt (β) v. s. (h) v. I. (r) \ . f. 

ή ΝΟΗΤΗ ΚΑΙ ΝΟΕΡλ ί τ Γ Ε 

·· 1 ptTt ίνγ- \ (α) ίμτύρ,οι (b) 
7 s' [ aliipiot (c) ύ-

) XaTot 

2. t p t T t <ruvo- j (n) v. a. (4) v. 8. 
X*U j (r) v. g. 

THK P L A T O N I C S Y S T E M 

TO «1/01׳ (?) -
i p r ^ t χ ι -
τών - νεφέ-
All 

Φάνηι 
Φ«»«* - ί ίρ ι -

κ CH αϊ ο t · 
Μητι* 

τ ό Us ( Α Ρ Ρ Ι Ι Τ Ο Ν Κ . \ 1 
Α Γ Ν Ω Ϊ Τ Ο Ν ) 

βΝΑΛΕΧ , ΤΠΕΡΟί ϊ ΙΟΙ 

Τ 0 ΧΟΗΤ0Ν 
(τό (ν όν. ό •αρΰτοί ίιάκοσμο!) 

τptU rpiiiet 

1. 4 νράτιι β. πϊραί μονή 
νοητή τριάί : b. άηιρον 

νρόο&οι 
c. μιπτόν em-

στροφή 

(= 11 μονή, ή οΰσίι, το we pat, ilnap-
ζιι, αγαθόν) 

2. ^ 3 εντ ί pa \ νοητή &7וע vel 
νοητή τ ρ ι  α/ών ) ״
ά( : 1 (β) ν. ». (b) v. s. 

/ («) »· »· 
(=ή wpooSot, όλόηκ, χέντρον των 

νοιιτ«», iwtipov, σοφό») 

α^τοζΰον eel 

al rptU Ν «κ• 
ΤΜ 

Ουρανό« 

' · ή τ ρ ί τ η ν ο-
ητι( τριάι voBt νοητό* 

(«) ϊ . s. (4) ν. β. 
 .ν. β (־>)

(= fatalροφή, mipat τδν von τύν, 
μίΜτόν, καλόν) 

I 
Τ ό ΧΟΗΤ0Ν ΚΑΙ ΝΟΕΡΟ λ 

(ό itAttpot ίιάΜοσμοι) 
τρ*& tpiaitt 

 ·iitpovpavio*τό ( י « Ρ «4 · *י י*
* Ρ " " ' j · Μ , W « 

2 · 
• ί *ντέρα τ ρ ן- ι ovpavi'a wepi-

" -j oi συν י
1 «τικ«( &E0I 
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3. τρεΓ( τ t i e - ) (  ., Ν Β. (Α) (״
τοίρχβι j (C) s -

ή ΠΗΓΑΙΑ ϋΒΛΟΜΑΧ 

1. ό β π β ξ έπέκεινα 1 
eel voiit war ρ ι-
κόί vel ό •αρύ-toc j 

ί r Ι T p t l i «rsTiip I Γ 

1 [ « η ? α ί ο ו 
2. £ κ α τ η rei { ״ ο γ ό - [ τ " Ύ έ Ρ * < 

t״Of vitytf vel i l י*' 
«SetiTepo« •®ατ>ίρ !*οσμα^οι1 

re/ χ έ ν τ ρ ο ν τών 1 
ν α τ έ ρ ω ν / 

3. ό <3 ί ί έπέκεινα vel ό τ / τ ο ; 
nanfp 

׳ Ί . . , 
ο. 01 ן τριϊί αμείλικτοι 

f>- ! 
7. ό ύ*ε£ωκά< (*) 

11 £ * α τ ό y-
χ ε ι ρ ε ί 

I. Κρόνο« 

2. ,Pee 

3. Zev< 

01 τ pets 
Κ ο ν ρ η τ ΐ « 

fi. 

7. οί Τ ι τ ά ν ε « 

3. τρ/τη τριάί j ύνουράνιο( ά^Α, 
I oi τε/εσιονρ-
I yoi ret φρου-
J puTiatoi θ-εοι 

T 0 NOEPON 
(ό τρίτο« 3ιάχοσμ0ί) 

ί*τά vo pat ίδίομάίΐί 

I. καθαρό«, ακήρατο«, π ρ ώ τ ο ι 
ν out. αύτόνον(. 

2. ή ζωογόνο( &εά. 

3. νοϋ« ίημιονργό(. aw/St νοϋ{. 

4. . οί τ ρ tit 

5. ) ά χ ρ α ν τ ο ι 

6. ] θ ε ο ί 

7. ή itaxplaeat •any4 vel 
ή έ τ ε ρ ό τ η « 

(*) From llie vnyab Οίομάι as a whole issue : (3) •amyat. (3) αρχαί, (4) αρχάγγελοι, 
(5) άγγελοι, (6) άζωνοι, (ך) ζωναι. Afler them comes llie απλανή« κόσμοι and ai έ«τβ σφαίρα!• 

If w e c o m p a r e t h e e x p o s i t i o n of t h i s Chaldaean s y s t e m of P r o c l u s 

w i t h the r e s u l t s of o u r a n a l y s i s of t h e or ig ina l t e s t i m o n i e s , it a p p e a r s 

t h a t P r o c l u s o f t e n e m p l o y s s y n o n y m i c n o t i o n s of t h e C h a l d s a n Ora-

c le s as d e s i g n a t i o n s of d i v e r s e n o e t i c o r d e r s : e. g. Sv, urartfp άπαζ ^iti-

κείνα. Εκάτη, ύπεζωχω;. άρχαί, συνοχεΐ!. αατέρε!, τελετάρχαι. T h e s e a r t i -

f icial d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n s are n o t d u e to a lack of u n d e r s t a n d i n g o n the p a r t 

of t h e i n t e r p r e t e r , h u t to t h e n e c e s s i t y wi th wh ich l ie was faced to find 

C h a l d e a n e q u i v a l e n t s for h i s o w n s y s t e m of P l a t o n i c e n t i t i e s (which 

in t ru th w a s the a l o n e ״ p r e e x i s t e n t " ) . T h e way in w h i c h P r o c l u s 
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interpretation forces the mean ing of the C h a l d s a n texts, has b e e n de-

jnonstrated in the respective notes of the precedent invest igat ion". 

' may add a list of the notes in which the various orders of the Chaldeean 
system of Proclus, together with their Platonic and Orphic equivalents, are dis-
cussed. All the numbers refer to the notes of ch. 11 of this work, έν and αγαθόν : 
·>. » ιτρικόί βυθό; : 3 5 0 . •αατήρ, Ζύναμίί, vovs: 4 7 . τρεΓ» τρίϊδes τοϋ νοητού : 
*63, 1 7 0 . αιών : 1 3 8 . (υγγεε : 2 4 8 , 2 5 2 . συνοχεΐ"« ; 2 4 5 , 3 3 2 . τελετάρχαί : 

2 7 0 , 3 0 1 , 3 3 2 . vospi έΐδομά»: 2 0 5 pais •αηγαϊοι ·πατέρα: 2 ד . 7 0 ff., 2 8 2 . 
έπέκεινα : 4 2 , 2 0 8 . ζωογόνο» 9-εά : 6 5 , 2 8 2 , 3 8 5 . Sis έπέκεινα : 1 8 7 . 

TP*is αμείλικτοι : 3 0 0 . ό ϋπεζωχώς : 1 0 1 . •αηγαί, άρχαί, etc. : 6 5 , 1 5 3 , 1 9 3 , 
3 ° 8 · άζωνοι, ζώναι : 3 6 6 . 


